
           Ke s s n e r  I n d e x   

                  In a d e q u a t e             I n t e r m e d iate                A d e q u a t e                  Un k n o w n
L ive  Bir t h s  Nu m b e r  P e r c e n t  Nu m b e r  P e r c e n t  Nu m b e r  P e r c e n t  Nu m b e r  P e r c e n t

<1 ,500  g r a m s  6 1  1 .34  1 7 1  0 .90  1 4 1 8  1 .13  2 6 2  2 .02

T o t a l 4 ,542  1 0 0 .00  1 8 ,987  1 0 0 .00  1 2 5 ,510  1 0 0 .00  1 2 ,997  1 0 0 .00

Y e a r  2000  O b jec t i ve : R e d u c e  ve ry  low  b ir thw e igh t  to  an  inc i d e n c e  o f  no m o re  than  1  pe rc e n t  o f live  b i r ths .
N o t e : V e ry  low  b ir thw e ight  is  d e fi n e d  a s  w e i g h t  l e s s  t h a n  1 , 5 0 0  g ram s  a t  b i r t h .

The  K e s s n e r In d e x  tak e s  in to  ac c oun t  t h ree fa c t o rs :   mon th  i n  wh i ch  p rena ta l  ca re  began ,  nu m b e r of
    p renata l  vis i ts ,  a n d  l eng th  o f g e s ta t ion .   Th is  m e a s u re  ex c ludes  t he  p renata l  c a re  ex p e r ienc e s  o f a ll
    w o m e n  w h o s e  p regnanc ies  d id  no t  res u l t  in  a l ive  b i r th .

S o u rc e : 1997  b i r th  rec o rds  fro m  t h e  C a l i fo rn ia  Depar tm e n t  o f H e a l th  S e rvic e s ,  C e n t e r fo r  Hea l th  S ta t is t ic s
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A d e q u a te In te rmed ia te  In a d e q u a te Unknown

V e ry  L o w  B irth w e igh t  L iv e  B irth s ,  a s  P e rce n t  o f  To ta l  L iv e  B irth s ,  b y  K e s s n e r  I n d e x
L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y ,  1 9 9 7
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