
Ke s s n e r  In d e x
In a d e q u ate  In te r m e d iate  A d e q u ate  Un k n o w n

L ive  Bir t h s  Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t  Nu m b e r  Pe r c e n t
< 2 , 5 0 0  g r a m s  3 5 4  7 .79 1 ,161 6 .11 7 ,830 6 .24 1 ,142 8 .79

T o t a l 4 ,542 1 0 0 .00 1 8 ,987 1 0 0 .00 1 2 5 ,510 1 0 0 .00 1 2 ,997 1 0 0 .00

Y e a r  2000 O b jec t ive : Reduce  low b i r thweight  to  an inc idenc e  o f no  m ore than 5  percen t  o f live  b irths .
Note : Low b ir thweight  is  d e fined  as  w e ight  les s  than 2 ,500 gram s  at  b i r th.

The K e s s n e r Index  tak e s  in to ac c ount  th ree fac to rs :   month  in  wh ich  prenata l  care  began,  num b e r of p renatal  
    vis i ts ,  and length  o f ges tat ion.   This  m eas u re ex c ludes  the  prenatal  c a re ex p e rienc e s  o f a ll wom e n  w h o s e
    p regnanc ies  d id not  res u lt  in a l ive bi r th.

S o u rce : 1997 bi r th rec o rds  from the  Ca l i fornia Departm e n t  o f Hea l th S e rvices ,  Cen te r for Hea l th S tat is t ic s
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L o w  B irth w e ight  L iv e  B irth s ,  a s  P e rce n t  o f  Tota l  L iv e  B irth s ,  by  K e s s n e r In d e x
L o s  Ange les  Coun ty ,  1997
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