
IN D IC A T O R :  L o w  b irth w e ight

D E F IN IT IO N : T h e  p e r c e n t  o f  l i ve  b i r ths  we igh ing  less  than  2 ,500  g ram s
 

N U M E R A T O R :  T h e  n u m b e r of l iv e  b irth s  w e ig h in g  le s s  t h a n  2 , 5 0 0  g r a m s ,
b y  p la c e  o f re s id e n c e , in  a  c a le n d a r  year

D E N O M IN A T O R :  T h e  to ta l  num b e r  o f  l i ve  b i r ths ,  by  p lace  o f  res idence ,  i n  a  ca lendar  year

H E A L T H Y  P E O P L E  2 0 0 0  O B J E C T IV E :  
R e d u c e  lo w  b irth w e ig h t to  a n  in c id e n c e  o f  no  m o r e  t h a n  5  p e r c e n t o f   
liv e  b irth s . (B a s e lin e :   6 .9  pe rcen t  in  1 9 8 7 )  (O b jec t iv e  1 4 .5)  

R IS K  F A C T O R S :
Y o u n g  o r  o ld  m a te rna l a g e ; lo w  in c o m e ; lo w  m a te rna l e d u c a tio n  le v e l; 
r a c e /e thn ic ity  (A fric a n  A m e ric a n ,  P u e r t o  R ic a n ,  S o u t h e a s t  A s ia n ); h ig h  p a rity ; 
s h o rt in t e r p r e g n a n c y  in te rva l; m u ltip le  g e s ta t i on ;  un in tended  p regnancy ;  h is tory
o f lo w  b irth w e ig h t; p o o r re p r o d u c tiv e  h is to ry ;  in t rau ter ine  growth  re tardat ion ;  
p re term  b irth ; p rio r  p re term  b irth ; la te  e n try  in to  p rena ta l c a re ;  lack  o f  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  p r e n a ta l  ca re ;  l ow  p re -p regnancy  we ig h t; to b a c c o  u s e  
d u rin g  p r e g n a n c y ;  a l c o h o l / s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  d u r in g  p r e g n a n c y ; 
lo w  p r e g n a n c y  w e ig h t  ga in ;  p l acen ta  p rev ia ;  p rem a tu re  rup tu re  o f  the  
m e m b r a n e ; stre s s  d u rin g  p r e g n a n c y ; stre n u o u s  e x e rtio n  d u rin g  p r e g n a n c y

 C a lifo r n ia  C o u n ty

L o w  B irth w e ight
9 5 %  C o n fid e n c e  

Interval
L o w  B irth w e ight

9 5 %  C o n fid e n c e  
Interval

D E N O M IN A T O R :  L ive  B i r ths

Y e a r
N u m b e r P e r c e n t L o w e r U p p e r N u m b e r P e r c e n t L o w e r U p p e r S ta te C o u n ty 

1 9 9 0 3 5 , 4 7 4 5 .80% 5 .74% 5 .86% 1 2 , 2 8 3 6 .02% 5 .91% 6 .12% 6 1 1 , 6 6 6 2 0 4 , 1 2 4
1 9 9 1 3 5 , 3 5 9 5 .80% 5 .75% 5 .86% 1 2 , 2 3 4 6 .03% 5 .93% 6 .14% 6 0 9 , 2 2 8 2 0 2 , 7 3 7
1 9 9 2 3 5 , 6 0 8 5 .93% 5 .87% 5 .99% 1 2 , 1 2 7 6 .14% 6 .04% 6 .25% 6 0 0 , 8 3 8 1 9 7 , 4 1 5
1 9 9 3 3 5 , 1 1 6 6 .01% 5 .95% 6 .07% 1 1 , 6 9 8 6 .17% 6 .06% 6 .27% 5 8 4 , 4 8 3 1 8 9 , 7 0 6
1 9 9 4 3 4 , 8 7 6 6 .15% 6 .09% 6 .21% 1 1 , 4 7 4 6 .36% 6 .25% 6 .47% 5 6 7 , 0 3 4 1 8 0 , 3 9 4
1 9 9 5 3 3 , 5 8 8 6 .09% 6 .03% 6 .16% 1 1 , 2 7 0 6 .45% 6 .33% 6 .56% 5 5 1 , 2 2 6 1 7 4 , 8 6 2
1 9 9 6 3 2 , 6 4 9 6 .06% 6 .00% 6 .13% 1 0 , 7 6 1 6 .37% 6 .25% 6 .48% 5 3 8 , 6 2 8 1 6 8 , 9 7 3
1 9 9 7 3 2 , 2 3 2 6 .15% 6 .08% 6 .21% 1 0 , 4 8 7 6 .47% 6 .35% 6 .59% 5 2 4 , 1 7 4 1 6 2 , 0 3 6

S o u rce: 1 9 9 0 - 1 9 9 7  b irth  reco rds  f rom  C a lifo rn ia  D e p a rtm e n t of  H e a lth  S e rv ic e s ,  Cen te r  f o r  Hea lth  S tat ist ics
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