
 Suspected gonorrhea treatment failure?  
 A flow chart for Los Angeles County healthcare providers

 Based on clinical history, you suspect
a patient has an antimicrobial
resistant gonorrhea case

 Call LA County Department of Public Health 
Provider Clinical Consultation Warmline at 

(213) 368-7441 or (833) 996-3642

To proceed, someone needs to collect a culture, confirm an isolate, and
conduct antimicrobial susceptibility testing.

If you can’t access lab facilities, LA County Department of Public Health
can collect samples and conduct testing.

Can you culture a sample 
and confirm isolate?

No

If not, refer patient to DPH
Sexual Health Clinic for

culture collection. Public
Health Laboratory will
confirm and test the

isolate.

Yes

 If yes, review Public
Health Lab Gonorrhea
Culture Quick Sheet,

collect and send culture
to preferred lab for

isolation confirmation

Is antimicrobial
susceptibility testing

available?

Yes

 Send to preferred lab for
antimicrobial

susceptibility testing

No  Send to
Public Health
Laboratory

Public Health Laboratory
will conduct antimicrobial

susceptibility testing

If antimicrobial resistance is
identified by lab, you’ll be notified

LA County Department
of Public Health will
investigate and may
contact providers to

complete the
Notification of

Suspected Treatment
Failure Form

http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/SuspectedGonorrheaTreatmentFailure/GC_CultureQuickSheet.pdf
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