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Hepatitis  A Update
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
declared a communitywide outbreak of hepatitis A virus
infections in Los Angeles residents in May 2025. The
infection is caused by the hepatitis A virus, which is found
in the stool of those who are infected. Hepatitis A virus is
contagious through the fecal-oral route and spreads
through close person-to-person contact and eating
contaminated food or drink. 

Historically unhoused individuals have been at higher risk
for contracting hepatitis A infection because of limited
access to handwashing and toileting facilities. Most
hepatitis A infections in 2025, however, have been among
people without risk factors such as travel or being
unhoused. 

Vaccination is the best way to prevent infection. Public Health recommends
that LA County residents take the following actions to help prevent the
spread of disease:

Check if you have been vaccinated for hepatitis A. If you haven’t, contact
your medical provider to get vaccinated. Vaccination is the best way to
prevent hepatitis A and should be a covered benefit under most health
insurance plans.
Wash your hands with soap and water before eating and preparing food
and after using the bathroom.

Take Action

To find clinic services click here for a
list Public Health Centers

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/chs/Docs/DPH-Clinics.pdf


SPA 6 Men’s Health Survey
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The Men’s Health Initiative is a new Initiative that aims to bring awareness to
the health disparities affecting Black men at an alarming rate. Black men have
to lowest life expectancy and highest death rate among any demographic group
in the United States, and many of the health issues are preventable. 

Our team is actively out in the community assessing the health and wellness
needs of Black men, as well as providing education and resources to
 facilitate a healthier lifestyle. 

We have formulated a health survey to obtain health history, as well as any
social determinants that may affect their decisions when seeking health care.
We have attended numerous health and wellness events and engaged in
community outreach to share or survey with the community. 
Ultimately, our goal is to start a Men’s Health Department within L.A. County

For more information, please contact Community Liaison Public Health Nurse,
Gary Barker at GBarker@ph.lacounty.gov.

mailto:gbarker@ph.lacounty.gov


Measles Update
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Public Health Encourages Measles Vaccine as Cases Increase in LA
County and Summer Travel Begins
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health is alerting residents of an increase in
measles cases among people who have recently traveled internationally and domestically.
With measles outbreaks happening both in the United States and internationally, an increase
in cases in our county highlights how important it is for residents to get protected before
residents begin making summer travel plans. Public Health encourages all residents to get
protected by receiving the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine if they are not immune.

“Measles is a serious respiratory disease that spreads easily through the air and on surfaces,
particularly among people who are not already protected from it,” said Muntu Davis, MD,
MPH, Los Angeles County Health Officer. “A person can spread the illness to others before
they have symptoms, and it can take seven to twenty-one days for symptoms to show up
after exposure. Measles can lead to severe disease in young children and vulnerable adults. As
LA County residents begin to travel this summer and with measles cases increasing among
those who have recently traveled, we remind everyone that the best way to protect yourself
and your family from infection is with the highly effective measles vaccine.”

Public Health has confirmed a measles case in a visitor who traveled to Los Angeles County
recently from abroad. This is the fourth confirmed case of measles in a Los Angeles County
resident or visitor this year. The traveler was not infectious during the time of travel. At this
point, there are no public locations in Los Angeles County where others may have been
potentially exposed, outside of healthcare facilities who are directly contacting their own
exposed patients and staff. Public Health is identifying others who may have been potentially
exposed and taking steps to confirm if they have been vaccinated against measles.

Public Health encourages all residents to:
Review their immunization and medical records to determine if they are protected against
measles, especially before international travel or domestic travel in areas experiencing
measles outbreaks. People who have not had measles infection or received the measles
immunization previously are not protected from the measles virus and should talk with a
health care provider about receiving the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR)
immunization.
Contact and notify their health care provider as soon as possible about a potential
exposure if they are pregnant, an infant, have a weakened immune system and/or are
unimmunized regardless of vaccination history.
If symptoms develop, stay at home, and avoid school, work and any large gatherings. Call a
healthcare provider immediately. Do not enter a health care facility before calling them
and making them aware of your measles exposure and symptoms. Public Health can assist
health care providers in appropriately diagnosing and managing your care.

 Click here for full article.

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://lacounty.gov/2025/05/06/public-health-encourages-measles-vaccine-as-cases-increase-in-la-county-and-summer-travel-begins/


Community Health Stations

Public Health Introduces Community Health Stations to Provide
Lifesaving Products
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health has launched 51 Community Health
Stations to provide residents with free lifesaving overdose prevention and public health
supplies. The self-serve vending machines will provide underserved communities across LA
County with easy access to lifesaving resources.

The Community Health Stations provide the following products:
COVID-19 Self-Test Kit: One box containing two tests.
Naloxone, a life-saving medication that can reverse an opioid overdose: One carton
containing two single-use devices in blister packages and instructions for use.
Fentanyl Test Strip (FTS) Kit: One FTS kit containing five individually- packaged strips and
instructions for use.
External Condoms (FDA standard): One package holding five external condoms and five
non-spermicidal lubricants.
Internal Condoms (FDA standard): One individually wrapped internal condom and
instructions for use.

“COVID-19 self-tests, naloxone, fentanyl test strips, and condoms allow individuals to take
actions that protect themselves and others in the community,” said Dr. Barbara Ferrer, PhD,
MPH, MEd, Director, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. “Having free public
health supplies available to residents seven days a week through the self-service Community
Health Stations makes it easier to access important products that support health and save
lives.”
Read more of the public news release here.

For more information about this opportunity and to express interest in hosting a
Community Health Station, please contact dph-kiosks@ph.lacounty.gov. To learn more

about the products, access user guides, and to find a Community Health Station near you,
visit ph.lacounty.gov/CommunityHealthStation.
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/phcommon/public/media/mediapubdetail.cfm?unit=media&ou=ph&prog=media&cur=cur&prid=5024&row=25&start=1%20LISTING%20OF%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20PUBLIC%20HEALTH%20PRESS%20RELEASES
mailto:dph-kiosks@ph.lacounty.gov
http://ph.lacounty.gov/CommunityHealthStation/


Newsletter Shoutouts

Event Highlights

DMH TAKE ACTION-  LOS ANGELES SOUTH WEST COLLEGE

Our team at the DMH TAKE ACTION event at Los Angeles Southwest College
providing African American Infant Maternal Mortality resources and our MLK
Healing Center wellness resources.

Last month DMH hosted Take Action events through out LA County.
Our Public Health team attended events in West and South LA to
support wellness in our communities

DMH TAKE ACTION EVENTS

DMH TAKE ACTION- SANTA MONICA COLLEGE

Our team at the DMH TAKE ACTION event at Santa Monica College providing  
Narcan, Hands-Only CPR and Stop The Bleed demonstrations and resources for
emergency preparedness.
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Newsletter Shoutouts

Event Highlights

MAMAS MAGIC HOUR 
In honor of Mothers Day, SLASB AAIMMM hosted two events in appreciation of mothers. 

Mamas Magic Hour hosted mothers from Abundant Birth, Project Hope and Veteran mothers.
We provided bags filled with toiletry items, good food and massages!

Page 6

AAIMM MOMMY & MINI MOTHER’S DAY
A delightful day designed for mothers and their children to craft flower

bouquets, design picture frames, and enjoyed yoga together.



Can you share a bit about your background and what lead you to this role?
MA: I had other plans for myself and took a typing class, and a shorthand class because I wanted to be a secretary or
a Stenographer. My first job in the county was with Department of Public Health as typist clerk for the Child Health and
Disability Prevention Program, headquartered at Harbor/UCLA. I worked there for a little over 12 years. Part of my job
was also to go to the hospital to schedule babies First Well Baby appointment at the different county clinics. While
working there I realized that I enjoyed working with people more than sitting behind a desk. When the Community
Health Worker position opened, I applied, and I was hired at the Torrance H.C. to work with Tuberculosis patients
providing Direct Observed Therapy (DOT) as well as assist in the STD clinic, I did that for over 20 years. After seven
years the county made changes, and they hired LVN’s to do the CHW’s job and we were assigned new tasks. Our
main focus would now be working with the community in the field, tabling in outreaches, and give presentations.

Tell us about the SPA you serve and the community partnerships you have developed. 
MA: I serve in SPA 6 and we have partnered with schools, libraries, churches, senior centers, and other organizations.

What issues do you most address in your role and what changes would you like to see in the field of
community health work to better support those efforts?
MA: The challenges that we have encountered when working in the field is when there are conflicting or ongoing
changes with DPH messaging or information that is shared. For example, COVID-19, there were always changes so
the people didn’t know to whom or what to believe. 

How do you collaborate with other health professionals or organizations? 
MA: When we participate at the different events we network with other vendors and exchange business cards. The
other organizations will then inform us of upcoming events such as Mental Health Fair, Homeless Health Fair, Black
History Celebrations, just to name a few. They will also invite us to do presentations on specific topics.

How do you build trust with individuals and families in the community?
MA: We build trust in the community by speaking to them in their own language or at least attempt to. When we listen
to them and when we keep our word, if we tell them that we will get back to them with specific information we must
make sure that we do just that. They trust us when they see that we are part of the same community and that we
understand them.

Newsletter Shoutouts

Maria Acevedo
CHW Spotlight
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This month we are proud to spotlight one of our
most dedicated and inspiring team members
Maria Acevedo. Maria is a Supervising
Community Health Worker who has served our
county for over 30 years.  With decades of
experience and a deep commitment to
community well-being, she brings compassion,
wisdom, and guidance to everything she does. 



MLK Healing Center Featured Programs

 To view our monthly calendar, please visit the MLK
Healing Center website here.
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The MLK Healing & Trauma Prevention Center
The MLK Community Healing and Trauma Prevention Center, also called the
"Healing Center," serves children, families, and individuals with a continuum
of services designed to strengthen families and promote individual wellbeing.
The Healing Center serves SPA 6, including the South LA communities of
Watts, Willowbrook, and Compton. It’s located in the MLK Center for Public
Health. Available support includes mental health, substance use, and general
health and wellness resources. 

All activities are FREE and open to the community. 

For more information, contact MLKHealingCenter@ph.lacounty.gov.

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/chs/spa6/MLKHealingCenter.htm
mailto:MLKHealingCenter@ph.lacounty.gov


MLK Healing Center Featured Programs

A FEW HIGHLIGHTS

NEW Mindful Yoga workshops focused on helping reduce stress, regulate emotions,
and improve mental health

Autism Awareness workshop where families were provided a space to share their
concerns and experiences while making beaded pens and keychains

NEW Scholastic Chess workshops/tournaments intended for children in grades K-12  

Traditional Aztec dancing and Kandi Bead Bracelets workshop, which provided a
therapeutic outlet for self-expression and relaxation 

NEW Mindful Walks intended to bring focus and calm
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MLK Healing Center Featured Programs
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*Our office will be closed in  observance of Juneteenth on 6/19/2025



Community Resources
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Community Resources
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DPH Resources
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DPH Resources
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DPH Resources
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DPH Resources

To apply click here
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http://bit.ly/lafamily.partner


Useful Links

Flu Vaccines
Get Ahead LA Financial Resources
iPrevail Online Mental Health Resource
LA County America’s Job Center of California
LA County’s Office of Immigrant Affairs
LA County Youth Suicide Prevention Project
LA Department of Water & Power Bill Credit
LA Public Health Podcast
Laptop and Hotspot Loans from LA County Libraries
Mental Health Support (800) 854-7771 or text “LA” to 741741)
Metro LIFE Program
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Opportunity LA: Child Savings Account for LAUSD Students
Request a Mobile Vaccination Team
Report a violation (888) 700-9995, Monday – Friday from 8:00AM to 5:00PM
SoCalGas Assistance Fund
Southern California Edison Assistance
VaccinateLACounty.com
For additional resources, please dial 2-1-1 
For more information on COVID-19, please visit our website
Follow LA County Public Health on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter: @lapublichealth 
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https://admin.publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/diseases/flu.htm
https://getaheadla.org/
https://lacounty.iprevail.com/
https://www.ajcc.lacounty.gov/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://oia.lacounty.gov/
https://preventsuicide.lacoe.edu/
https://ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp/residential/r-financialassistance/r-fa-assistanceprograms/r-fina-ap-helpisontheway?_adf.ctrl-state=13u01vrukl_4&_afrLoop=923503750974961
https://lapublichealth.podbean.com/
https://lacountylibrary.org/laptop/
https://dmh.lacounty.gov/covid-19-information/
https://www.metro.net/riding/life/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjIuNTUyODYzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vb3Bwb3J0dW5pdHlsYS5jb20vP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.Zud6Q5cI_iLk8yWZIfPDtKHmfznc_oQOxfti2J5PoXE/s/1386717491/br/128484960829-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MjQuNDEwMjE0MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vcGgubGFjb3VudHkuZ292L2FjZC9uY29yb25hMjAxOS92YWNjaW5lL3Byb3ZpZGVyZmluZGVyLz91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.1wmrGP2YvDjBRcmCNnaQ2Exs0OOyvzLu_w6GSkpaVEU/s/1306697813/br/106885695020-l
mailto:Ehmail@ph.lacounty.gov
https://www.socalgas.com/save-money-and-energy/assistance-programs/gas-assistance-fund
https://www.sce.com/residential/assistance
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/vaccine/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/Coronavirus/

